
 
 

ANNUAL  VESTRY  MEETING  
Minutes of meeting held on Sunday 11 October 2020 at 11am 

St.  Nicholas  Church, Bedhampton 
 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, Max highlighted the loss of some members of our 
church family and a minute’s silence was held. 
 
 
 

 IN ATTENDANCE: 
Revd. Max Cross and 38 Parishoners [4 in attendance by Zoom] 
 

1 ELECTION OF SECRETARY TO THE MEETINGS  
Marie Payne was appointed as  Secretary to the meetings  
Proposed: Max Cross              Seconded; Suzy Cross 

2. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies were received from: 

Geoff and Ann Nelthorpe; Peter and Rosalind Hall; Roy Payne; Sally Tritton; 
Fleur Bragaglia; Kim Day; Peter Hirsch; Barbara Vosper; Pam Facer  
 

 
3. 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 28  APRIL 2019 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 28 April 2019 as circulated to the meeting 
were unanimously APPROVED. 

 
4. 

 
ELECTION OF CHURCHWARDENS 

 Ann Partridge and Roger Matthews were re- elected as churchwardens 
Proposed: Max Cross  Seconded: Sandra Matthews 
 
Unanimously APPROVED 

 
5. 

 
CHURCHWARDEN’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 Ann Partridge began by saying what a tumultuous year 2019 had been.  Max and 
Suzy had hit the ground running and, as with last year, the management team 
have reminded Max of the need to move things at a slightly slower pace.  
Amongst other changes in format, new service booklets were  introduced and  
the pew sheets changed. A new Parish Administrator, Alison Threlkeld,  was 
appointed and then Covid 19 struck and she was put on furlough.  With Max’ 
permission during this time, Alison worked some shifts with her previous 
employer, the Salvation Army, which resulted with her being offered her old job 
back with enhancements and after much deliberation Alison resigned from her 
post as Parish Administrator in August 2020.  We wish her every success.  
Marie Payne  continued in her role as PCC Secretary and Ann placed on record 
the thanks of the PCC for her ongoing support. 
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Safeguarding 
This has presented a big challenge to the Parish and Ann offered thanks to 
Catherine Langhorn who has  taken on the work of the Safeguarding Officer. She 
has built a new and improved  data base and taken on training for the 
protection of children and vulnerable adults. 
 
Parish Treasurer 
The meeting noted that Mike Case had supported the Parish in this role for the 
past 34 years. It was difficult to find words to express the gratitude of everyone 
for the huge amount of work which he has done during this time in keeping 
parish finances in order and helping to guide us through some difficult periods. 
It is now hoped to appoint a Deputy Treasurer to take on the day to day work of 
the parish relieving Mike of these duties although he will still provide an 
overview and they will work alongside each other for the time being.  

  
Vergers 
Ann expressed her sincere thanks to Alec Matthews and Janice Stott, Vergers at 
St Thomas and Pam Facer for the duties which she has performed so diligently 
at St Nicholas.  As an expression of thanks and good wishes a Dartington Vase 
was presented to her on behalf of the Parish and, although unable to attend the 
meeting in person, Pam sent a message thanking everyone for their kind 
thoughts.  

  
Church Services  
Ann then went on to mention the work done by all those responsible for 
assisting with Junior Church and Messy Sunday and offered thanks for their 
support. 

  
Thanks also were given to the people who helped to arrange flowers at both the 
churches and to the Cash Team, Christine and Tony Mayes who not only manage 
the Collections each week but also the income from our two major fund raising 
activities: the Christmas Fayre and Summer Show. The Parish also introduced a 
new Directory and the Magazine had also been given a new layout and thanks 
were conveyed to those who took part in these productions.  

  
Ann also highlighted the work of many others who help in different  areas of the 
Parish too numerous to mention but whose support, nonetheless, needed to be 
recognised and acknowledged with thanks.  On a personal note, Ann placed on 
record her sincere thanks to Sandra Matthews, who completed her term of 
office  as Church Warden last year,  for the knowledge and support given to Ann 
over the past year. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 11.20  with a reading 
from 1 Chronicles 29 vs.14 
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